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AQA P2: Differences Between Foundation and Higher 
 

For P2 there aren’t many big differences between the Foundation and Higher tiers in terms of content. If a section isn’t listed 

in the table below, then you need it for both tiers. Check the full specification (or with your teacher) for more details. 

Learn Don’t worry about 

  

in Forces 

 

Drawing distance/time and     

velocity/time graphs 

Calculating speed from a 

d/t graph, or acceleration 

or distance from a v/t 

graph 

Objects have more KE 

when they move faster 

The equation for  

kinetic energy 

KE= ½ mv2 

What momentum is 

that momentum = mv 

forces cause changes  

in momentum 

The equation involving how 

force affects momentum 

(this is the idea of impulse) 

  

in Electricity 

Mains electricity has            

a frequency of 50Hz 

How to convert the period 

of an electrical signal to  

the frequency 

A mains plug has three con-

nections, what the colours 

are and what they are used 

for 

How the voltage on the 

live and neutral changes 

over time 

power = energy/time 

for electricity: 

power = current x voltage 

 

Equations involving charge: 

energy = voltage x charge 

charge = current x time 

The biggest difference between the tiers is the style of 

questions on the paper. 

 

 Foundation will have more questions where you need 

to use what you have revised to make the correct 

choice from some possible answers. 

 

 There will be fewer equations and you won’t need to 

rearrange as much. 

 

 You will still need to remember key facts, units and 

symbols to get marks. 

 

 Written answers will be shorter and you will probably 

have less space, so write simple, short sentences – 

perhaps even bullet points – and avoid waffling. 

 

 Data-analysis will be less complex, but that doesn’t 

have to mean easy – look at tables and graphs care-

fully, checking headings and using units to give you 

clues. 

For an example, have a look at the two questions over the 

page. One is from Foundation, the other from Higher. They 

test similar (although not identical) factual knowledge but 

in different ways. The full questions can be seen on the 

www.aqa.org.uk website. 

http://teachingofscience.wordpress.com
http://www.aqa.org.uk
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On Higher tier, you need to use two equations (five marks of the eleven available), answer open-ended questions, consider the quality of the data, 

and read from a graph. In 4(b) marks were only awarded to students who discussed the increased time taken for impact (i.e. explained impulse). 

AQA P2 Higher Tier (Q4 June 2009, summarised to save space) 

http://teachingofscience.wordpress.com
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AQA P2 Foundation Tier (Q6 June 2009) 

On Foundation tier, you are given more structure (and it is a shorter question). Instead of writing longer answers in your own words you will need to 

choose from the options given. You will still need to understand the physical situation involved (here, a child falling on to rubber tiles). 

http://teachingofscience.wordpress.com

