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Nearly 600 women have become pregnant
despite using a popular contraceptive
implant, a health watchdog has said.

There have also been more than 1,600 reports
of adverse reactions to the Implanon device,
which is designed to prevent pregnancy for
three years.

The NHS has been forced to pay
compensation to several women because of
the failures, Channel 4 News reported.

The implant maker, MSD, said no contraceptive was 100% effective.

It added that unwanted pregnancies may occur if the implant was not
correctly inserted, and said it had a failure rate of less than 1% if inserted
correctly.

Safety review

The Medicines and Healthcare Regulatory Agency said that since the
launch of Implanon in the UK 11 years ago, 584
women using it had become pregnant, with
1,607 reports of adverse reactions.

According to the Department of Health around
1.4 million women have used Implanon since it was first licenced in 1999.

The implant is a small plastic rod which releases hormones into
the bloodstream, and is inserted under the skin of a woman's arm by a
nurse or doctor.

The MHRA said it had also received complaints from doctors and nurses
about difficulties inserting the device.

Late last year Implanon was replaced with a device called Nexplanon,
which is designed to be inserted more easily.

The MHRA says although the implant had been replaced, "the safety of
Implanon remains under close review."

Nine of the 584 women who reported an unwanted pregnancy used the
terms "device failure", "device dislocation", "device ineffective" and
"device difficult to use" to describe their experience.

Others reported scarring and problems with removing the 40mm long
implant.

Correct insertion

A lawyer for some of the 14 women claiming for personal loss and
damage said many had not realised the pre-loaded applicator had not
released the implant.

Stephanie Prior, partner of Anthony Gold
Solicitors, told Channel 4 News: "I have clients
who fell pregnant as they were unaware that the
Implanon device had not been inserted into their
arm and they suffered psychological difficulties
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as a consequence of falling pregnant and later miscarrying or having to
make the difficult decision to terminate the pregnancy."

Compensation

The NHS has paid compensation to nine women who between them
received £118,000.

In a statement, manufacturers MSD said: "The basis for successful use of
Implanon is a correct and carefully performed subdermal insertion of the
implant in accordance with the product instructions.

"If the implant is not inserted in accordance with the instructions and on
the correct day, this may result in an unintended pregnancy. In addition,
no contraceptive is 100% effective."

Correct insertion of the device could be an issue, according to the
Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare. Their vice-president, Dr
Alyson Elliman said:

"With the older device, Implanon, there is a risk of non-insertion - when
someone might think they have inserted it but in fact the implant is still
sitting in the tube which then gets removed. But clinicians are also relying
on women having accurate recall of their menstrual cycle, and whether
they have already risked pregnancy during that cycle."

Ann Furedi, chief executive of the British Pregnancy Advisory Service,
added: "Implants are an excellent and usually extremely reliable method
of birth control. But all contraceptives have a failure rate, and although
with implants this is tiny, women do need to be aware."

Advice from the British Pregnancy Advisory Service is that women should
not panic, even if they have one of the old versions of Implanon. They
said:

"As long as you can feel the device under your skin and you are within
the three year time frame there is no reason to get it checked, and no
reason to request the newer version. However if you cannot feel it, or if
you are having any problems with it, do get it seen. An ultrasound or x-ray
will quickly establish whether the device is there."

More on This Story
Related stories

Implanon: your stories 05 JANUARY 2011, HEALTH

Safe sex warning in party season 09 DECEMBER 2010, HEALTH

Action on teenage pregnancy urged 14 DECEMBER 2010, HEALTH

Related Internet links

Around the BBC

The BBC is not responsible for the content of external Internet sites

MSD
MHRA

British Pregnancy Advisory
Service

Health: Implants

France pledges to overhaul its medical regulatory
system after a failure to ban a diabetes drug that
may have killed up to 2,000 people.

France pledges drug system reform

Smoking damages body in
minutes

'Two drugs' call for hypertension

Share this page

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-12121459
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-11949397
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-11981626
http://www.msd-uk.com/
http://www.mhra.gov.uk/index.htm
http://www.bpas.org
http://www.bbc.co.uk/health/physical_health/sexual_health/contr_implant.shtml
http://twitter.com/home?status=BBC+News+-+Implanon%3A+600+pregnancies+despite+contraceptive+implant+http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-12117299
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/mpapps/pagetools/email/www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-12117299
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-12117299?print=true
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health/
http://feeds.bbci.co.uk/news/health/rss.xml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-12200506
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-12193602
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-12170196
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-12198167
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-africa-12198439
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-12198204
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-asia-pacific-12158356
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-12200839
http://www.bbc.com/travel/feature/20110110-beyond-cancun-playa-del-carmen-and-tulum-offer-a-quieter-me
http://www.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/programmes/click_online/9362136.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbc.com/faq/ads_by_google.shtml
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B5DF4ebUyTdLTAqiAlgeV2_yRA4HRuOsBsfTMzxjAjbcBkPVwEAEYASDnhfQSKAM4AFC8hdP9-P____8BYMmuiozQpIgSsgENd3d3LmJiYy5jby51a8gBAdoBKWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvaGVhbHRoLTEyMTE3Mjk5yALJwfQXqAMB6APGAegDLegD0Af1AwAAAAT1AwAAQAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzKvXEY8SdJipsMJ4g9oWw41yEcXA&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://www.crestprohealth.com/crest-products/clinical-gum-protection-regimen.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B5DF4ebUyTdLTAqiAlgeV2_yRA4HRuOsBsfTMzxjAjbcBkPVwEAEYASDnhfQSKAM4AFC8hdP9-P____8BYMmuiozQpIgSsgENd3d3LmJiYy5jby51a8gBAdoBKWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvaGVhbHRoLTEyMTE3Mjk5yALJwfQXqAMB6APGAegDLegD0Af1AwAAAAT1AwAAQAA&num=1&sig=AGiWqtzKvXEY8SdJipsMJ4g9oWw41yEcXA&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://www.crestprohealth.com/crest-products/clinical-gum-protection-regimen.aspx
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BnEwIebUyTdLTAqiAlgeV2_yRA7Cq2I4C-OjZiRnAjbcBgK5EEAIYAiDnhfQSKAM4AFDsiYGZ_v____8BYMmuiozQpIgSsgENd3d3LmJiYy5jby51a8gBAdoBKWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvaGVhbHRoLTEyMTE3Mjk5qAMB6APGAegDLegD0Af1AwAAAAT1AwAAQAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtyldgHufIsuB55K2QQd9_HW9OpDbg&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://www.centralpennwomenshealth.com/6.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BnEwIebUyTdLTAqiAlgeV2_yRA7Cq2I4C-OjZiRnAjbcBgK5EEAIYAiDnhfQSKAM4AFDsiYGZ_v____8BYMmuiozQpIgSsgENd3d3LmJiYy5jby51a8gBAdoBKWh0dHA6Ly93d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVrL25ld3MvaGVhbHRoLTEyMTE3Mjk5qAMB6APGAegDLegD0Af1AwAAAAT1AwAAQAA&num=2&sig=AGiWqtyldgHufIsuB55K2QQd9_HW9OpDbg&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://www.centralpennwomenshealth.com/6.html
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bdh37ebUyTdLTAqiAlgeV2_yRA9fNnJgC_dHV8xHAjbcBsNxZEAMYAyDnhfQSKAM4AFDk5eykAWDJroqM0KSIEqAB_ZS2-wOyAQ13d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVryAEB2gEpaHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYmMuY28udWsvbmV3cy9oZWFsdGgtMTIxMTcyOTmAAgHIAte-hByoAwHoA8YB6AMt6APQB_UDAAAABPUDAABAAA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtxlixRMO4D1sYmeOiPitwcGDxmmKA&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://www.fullterm.net
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=Bdh37ebUyTdLTAqiAlgeV2_yRA9fNnJgC_dHV8xHAjbcBsNxZEAMYAyDnhfQSKAM4AFDk5eykAWDJroqM0KSIEqAB_ZS2-wOyAQ13d3cuYmJjLmNvLnVryAEB2gEpaHR0cDovL3d3dy5iYmMuY28udWsvbmV3cy9oZWFsdGgtMTIxMTcyOTmAAgHIAte-hByoAwHoA8YB6AMt6APQB_UDAAAABPUDAABAAA&num=3&sig=AGiWqtxlixRMO4D1sYmeOiPitwcGDxmmKA&client=ca-bbccom&adurl=http://www.fullterm.net
http://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/theeditors/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


News feeds Mobile Podcasts Alerts E-mail news

BBC College of Journalism
News sources
World Service Trust

About the BBCBBC Help
Contact UsAccessibility Help
Terms of UseJobs
Privacy & CookiesAdvertise With UsBBC © MMXI The BBC is not responsible for the content

of external sites. Read more.

converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628494
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/help-10801499
http://www.bbc.co.uk/podcasts/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10628323
http://newsvote.bbc.co.uk/email
http://www.bbc.co.uk/journalism/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/10621655
http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/trust/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/
http://news.bbc.co.uk/newswatch/ifs/hi/feedback/default.stm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/accessibility/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/terms/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/jobs/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/privacy/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/bbc.com/furtherinformation/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/help/web/links/
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF


converted by Web2PDFConvert.com

http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF
http://www.web2pdfconvert.com?ref=PDF

	bbc.co.uk navigation
	HEALTH
	Top Stories
	Implanon: 600 pregnancies despite contraceptive implant
	Related stories
	Features & Analysis
	Info addicts
	In pictures
	Boom, boom!

	“ Start Quote
	'Blitz spirit'

	Most Popular
	Shared
	Read
	Watched/Listened

	Elsewhere on the BBC
	Beyond Cancun

	Programmes
	Click Watch
	ADS BY GOOGLE
	Are You Pregnant?
	Women's Health
	Pregnancy Risks


	More on This Story
	Related stories
	Related Internet links
	Around the BBC
	Share this page

	More Health stories
	France pledges drug system reform
	Smoking damages body in minutes
	'Two drugs' call for hypertension

	Services
	About BBC News
	BBC links


