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Contraceptive implant alert:
Hundreds of women fall
pregnant after birth control fails
By JENNY HOPE
Last updated at 11:56 AM on 5th January 2011

Hundreds of women have become pregnant after a long-term contraceptive implant
failed, it emerged last night.

Even more have complained that they were left injured or scarred by the rod inserted
into their arm, which was supposed to protect them against conceiving for three years.

The NHS has had to pay compensation to women hurt when the implants were
inserted and seven women who were left traumatised by unexpectedly becoming
pregnant have received payouts totalling more than £200,000 – an average of more
than £28,000 each.

Alert: Hundreds of women have fallen pregnant despite receiving the
contraceptive jab Implanon which is supposed to protect against conception for
three years (posed by models)

A lawyer revealed that many of the women affected had suffered ‘psychological
difficulties’, had miscarriages or decided to undergo abortions after the implants went
wrong. 

One woman who became pregnant and underwent an abortion said the trauma had
led to her marriage ending.

The fiasco involving the implant, called Implanon, is one of the worst mass
contraceptive failures to hit the NHS in living memory.

A total of 584 women who had the hormone-filled rod inserted in their arms have
reported unwanted pregnancies to the Medicines and Healthcare Regulatory Agency –
the Government’s drugs and medical devices watchdog.

But the total could be far higher, as many women may not have complained after
becoming pregnant and either undergoing abortions or giving birth.

The MHRA received 1,607 complaints about the implant going wrong, some from
doctors deeply concerned that the devices are difficult to insert and that it is
impossible to check if they are correctly installed because they are invisible to X-rays.

Implanon’s manufacturer MSD, a subsidiary of global pharmaceutical giant Merck, has
now replaced it with an updated product called Nexplanon, which has a new pre-
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loaded applicator and can be detected by X-ray or CT scan.

However, it has not recalled the existing stock of Implanon, meaning women are still
being given it.

The £90 device is a flexible rod the size of a matchstick that is inserted under the skin
of the upper arm. It gradually releases the hormone progesterone which stops the
ovaries from releasing eggs and makes the womb less receptive to fertilised eggs.

It provides protection against pregnancy for up to three years and properly inserted it is
99.95 per cent effective among all users, compared with 99.7 per cent for the Pill.

But investigations showed in some cases the implant was not released from the pre-
loaded applicator and never inserted into the arm of the patient. In other women it was
delivered too deep to work properly.
 
More...

One-minute test to tell a woman her IVF chances 'is 99% accurate'
Blog: A healthy new year, as Spain finally bans smoking

One in four women who go to family planning clinics get long-term contraceptive
implants. They are especially popular with teenagers, with 10 per cent of 16 to 19-
year-olds saying they prefer an implant because they do not have to remember to take
a pill.Around 80,000 women use implants of the same type as Implanon. 

Last night a woman who had the implant, named only as Lara to protect her identity,
told of her trauma when she later discovered she was pregnant.

‘I feel very very disturbed – hitting my head on the table,’ she told Channel 4 news.
‘Weeping like a young child. My mind was so disturbed – thinking why is this
happening to me?’

Lara’s marriage collapsed and she suffered nightmares for months after having a
termination. 

Implant: The device is the size of a matchstick and inserted in the upper arm
where it releases the hormone progesterone to stop the ovaries from releasing
eggs

London-based Anthony Gold Solicitors is representing several women with claims for
personal loss and damage. 

Partner Stephanie Prior said: ‘I have clients who fell pregnant as they were unaware
that the Implanon device had not been inserted into their arm and they suffered
psychological difficulties as a consequence of falling pregnant and later miscarrying
or having to make the difficult decision to terminate the pregnancy.'

Another woman, Keisha White, has been left permanently scarred after the implant
was inserted too near her muscle. 

A spokesman for MSD said the firm was confident about the ‘efficacy and safety’ of
Implanon. She said: ‘If the implant is not inserted in accordance with the instructions
and on the correct day, this may result in an unintended pregnancy. 

‘In addition no contraceptive is 100 per cent effective. 

‘MSD encourages consumers to speak with their healthcare providers if they have any
questions about contraceptive options and to report any adverse experience
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1 million women have had this device fitted. 589 is less than a 0.06% failure rate. It
is far and away the most effective contraception, with the exception of male
vasectomy. Unintended consequence of this careless scaremongering: women
switch to less effective methods of contraception, with more unwanted pregnancies,
more abortions, more poverty, more benefits claimed and more misery. Well done
DM!

- greyridge, UK, 07/1/2011 16:38

Click to rate      Rating  (0)Report abuse

i am 21 and have had my implant just over 1 year now, my periods are lighter than
ever and so far iv been very happy with it!!!!! but im very worried after hearing that
people r becoming pregnant, as im a student with only 2more years of study 2go
and a baby is the last thing i need right now!!!! does any1 know how long after
getting the implant people became pregnant????

- Emma, New Zealand, 07/1/2011 05:26

Click to rate      Rating    3Report abuse

I am on my third implant and have not had a period for seven years, as i am now fifty
it is helping me through the menopause it has only been good for me.

- Susan, teesside, 07/1/2011 02:20

Click to rate      Rating  (0)Report abuse

I had my implant put in in August 2010, I already had my appointment booked to get
it taken out, before I even heard this. I have experienced the unwanted side effects
of the implant, I have not stopped bleeding since I had it put in, I have put on a huge
amount of weight and I have been very depressed. Having said this, I was the same
when I was on the pill and thats why I opted for the implant. I am glad it is now not
being used, I think it's awful that this has come to light and the contraceptive is still
not being recalled.

- Amy , Berkshire, 06/1/2011 20:32

Click to rate      Rating    3Report abuse

It is terrible news to hear. I feel sorry for all those women who have had to go
through this tradegy. My heart goes out to all those who have had to endure such
pain. Too many women have had side effects to this implant. I wouldn't recommend
this type of contraception to anyone. I had the implant in for 2 and a half months had
had problems with it from week one. Bacterial vaginosis, not stop bleeding, urinary
tract infection, attitude change, in pain for the whole time including a short time after
having it removed and bleeding acid for 24 hours untill I was put in to have it
removed on an emergency basis. I even had to argue with the member of staff to
have it removed.

- Pamela, England, 06/1/2011 20:21

Click to rate      Rating    9Report abuse

Fgs some of you women need your bumps felt. You go through all of this just to
have sex with your boyfriend. Incredible.

- moi, ici, 06/1/2011 20:01
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Staying a-lithe: New

father John Travolta
looking trim after
dramatic weight loss
Saturday Night Fever star
is back to his dancing
weight
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Witherspoon is all
smiles as she goes
hiking with her pet
pooches
It's been a happy few
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January Jones looks
like she's just seen a
ghost
Even Hollywood starlets
have off days

Baby boom continues
as 'ecstatic' actress
Selma Blair reveals
she's pregnant ...
She joins Natalie
Portman, Kate Hudson
and Victoria Beckham

... AND Alicia
Silverstone shows off
bump as she confirms
she's expecting first
child
34-year-old has been
longing to be a mother
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pregnant Victoria
Beckham looks weary
and washed-out
She tried to hide behind
big glasses
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get over Rupert Friend
split
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flawless figure in a
daringly short mini
dress
The singer was spotted
leaving the Beverly Hills
hotel

Alex Reid 'begged'
Katie Price to
reconsider after
refusing to sign divorce
statement
The cagefighter broke
down in tears

Didn't you say you
were shy? Kim
Kardashian shows off
her figure in a VERY
raunchy bikini
Proud Kim posted shot
on her Twitter page

'My life is kind of
crazy': Courteney Cox
speaks for first time
about David Arquette
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split
Actress reveals impact of
separation

All white on the night:
Michelle Williams is the
belle of the ball at The
Critics' Choice Awards
in Los Angeles
Awards season is in full
swing

Don't give up the day
job! Justin Bieber turns
red carpet reporter at
Critics' Choice Awards
Can you see which one
he is?

Is Jersey Shore's
Snooki cleaning up her
act? Party girl looks all
grown up
Jersey girl is at least
making an effort to look
classy

Everything's all white
for Lucie Jones as she
plots pop comeback
during beach break in
Barbados
X Factor finalist isn't
giving up

I'm proof Hollywood
has woken up to older
women: Glee star Jane
Lynch has finally found
fame at 50

Meet Captain America:
The first picture of Chris
Evans as the superhero
is revealed
Sneak peek for comic
book fans

Natalie Portman
admits to feeling
'superstitious' about
first pregnancy
She's refusing to plan
ahead too much for the
baby

Zsa Zsa Gabor has her
right leg amputated
An MRI scan revealed an
infection in her leg had
spread into the bone

E.T. mother Dee
Wallace is looking as
luminous as ever... 30
years on from hit film
Drew Barrymore's on-
screen mom has lost
none of her charm

BEL MOONEY: I yearn to
be a mother but can't
bear to lose yet another
baby
This week Bel helps a
woman who has suffered
three miscarriages

Nicole Richie looks
bright and breezy with
newly-dyed bleached
blonde hair
She unveiled her new
look as she stepped out
in L.A.
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