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Your teacher wants you to learn about a 

subject they’re interested in — maybe 

even passionate about. They want you to 

enjoy the lessons, if only to make their jobs 

easier. And they want you to achieve the 

highest grades you’re capable of. 
 

Do you want to learn, enjoy and achieve? 

Forget for a moment whether you think it’s 

possible, or likely. Do you want to? Because 

if you do – and most students do, although 

perhaps not in that order – then you and 

your teacher have that in common. 
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How much time do you actually spend in 

your lessons thinking? Compared to looking 

out of the window, trying to distract your 

teacher or simply chatting? You can make 

your life easier by doing two things. 
 

Think more; predict what’s coming next, 

figure out some links to previous work or 

other subjects, consider how it could be 

relevant in real life. 

Make good notes with reminders of tips 

and methods, key ideas highlighted and 

clear explanations in either words or maths. 
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It’s easy to finish a lesson and forget it all. 

The best way to remember it later is to 

practice using what you have learned. This 

doesn’t have to take ages, and will make 

life easier next lesson and when revising. 
 

In five minutes: read through notes, add a 

few words, write a summary in three bullet 

points, check you can explain key words,  
 

In fifteen minutes: write or attempt an exam 

question, draw a mind map, create flash 

cards, use videos or animations online. 
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Revision works best if it’s active, which 

means thinking about and using what you 

want to remember. The best revision follows 

the MORSE code: 
 

Mnemonics: mental tricks and shortcuts 

Organise: put information in groups or lists 

Rehearse: cover material more than once 

Simplify: key ideas, bullet points, summaries 

Extend: use facts/methods in new situations 
 

Vary your methods, avoid distractions, work 

in 20 minute bursts and use what you know. 
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Obviously the point of learning is to use it in 

the real world, but the short-term goal is to 

pass the exam. 
 

Know what the format will be, what you 

need to know and the style of questions. 

Take all the equipment you’ll need. 

Read all questions properly; underlining 

command words and key ideas might help. 

Everything you write should gain marks. 

Keep track of time. 

Avoid panic, focus on one mark at a time. 

Check answers for careless errors. 


